
News, Events and Information 

City and County team up to offer Community Garden Grants – 

APPLY TODAY! 

Recognizing the important role community gardens play in, among other things, providing access to 
healthy foods, bringing neighbors together and enhancing the beauty and character of a neighborhood, 
Mayor Michael B. Coleman, Councilmember Pricilla Tyson and the Franklin County Commissioners have 
teamed up to offer grant funding for these efforts.  Administered with the help of the Institute for Active 
Living at the Columbus Foundation, the two entities will grant awards up to $4,000 to meet the unique 
needs of each garden location including supplies and services.  Additionally, Scotts Miracle-Gro has 
partnered to supplement grant awards with product donations.  The deadline to apply is April 1, 2011.  
Submit applications online here. 

 

Mayor Coleman delivers the State of the City Address  

Mayor Coleman’s ongoing commitment to sustainability was clear as he delivered his 12th State of the 
City Address to a crowd of approximately 1000 guests on February 23rd at COSI.  Among the notable 
announcements was a commitment to invest $3.5 million dollars to build bikeways and bike paths to 
make the City of Columbus one of the best bike cities in the country.  Additionally, the Mayor 
highlighted how he is advocating and supporting bringing clean energy jobs to our community through 
companies such as CODA Automotive, Venturi and Plugsmart.  Lastly, the Mayor reiterated that curbside 
recycling would begin in 2012 for all single family residents.  Watch the Mayor’s 2011 State of the City 
Address here.  

 

Four Businesses to Benefit from Green Incentives 

City Council has approved legislation for four businesses to receive grant funds from the Green 
Columbus Fund.  The $1 million Green Columbus Fund provides grants to acquire contaminated 
brownfield sites and complete environmental assessments. It also provides reimbursements for the fee 
paid to certify a building with the United States Green Building Council for LEED status, the nationally 
accepted benchmark for evaluating sustainable buildings. 

 
Accepted grant applications are as follows:  

 
 Up to $15,840 to Methodist ElderCare Services for the sustainable construction of the Wesley 

Glen Wellness Center at 5155 North High Street. The performance-based grant would be a 
reimbursement for the LEED-NC certification fee and potentially provide incentives up to triple 
the certification fee.  

 Heart of Ohio Family Health Centers plans to replace Capital Park Family Health Center with a 
new facility at 2635 Innis Road and the city will enter into a grant agreement for up to $15,840. 
Based on performance, they will be reimbursed for the LEED-NC certification fee and potentially 
provide incentives up to triple the certification fee.  

 Up to $150,000 with the Franklinton Development Association for a Phase II Environmental 
Assessment of a potential Brownfield site at 421-435 West State Street. 

http://columbusfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2011-City-County-garden-applicationreader-save.pdf
http://www.columbus.gov/
http://www.getgreencolumbus.com/PDFs/Green%20Columbus%20Fund.pdf
http://www.getgreencolumbus.com/PDFs/Green%20Columbus%20Fund.pdf
http://getgreencolumbus.com/


 Up to $54,000 for U & I Properties, LLC, for Phase I and Phase II Environmental Assessments for 
a potential Brownfield site at 154-164 South Yale Avenue. The grant will also be used for limited 
site acquisition assistance.   

 
Additional grant funds are available and applicants are encouraged to apply at any time.  Information 
is available online at www.GetGreenColumbus.org.   

 

Accolades 

 City of Columbus Fleet Division has earned their fourth straight Automotive Service Excellence 
Blue Seal. 
 

Green Events & Activities 

Get involved with sustainability in the City of Columbus and central Ohio by visiting the MORPC Green 
Community Calendar online. 

 

 Save the Date for Earth Day 2011: Coordinated by Green Columbus, volunteer work sites will be 
scheduled for April 16 and 17th and the Earth Day celebration will be held on April 23rd  at 
Franklin Park Conservatory.   

 

 Save the Date for The SWACO Emerald Awards: May 17th at The Ohio Union (1739 North High 
Street).  Each year, SWACO honors the best and most innovative local ideas in waste recycling 
during this premier awards program.  Nominations can be made online and are due by midnight 
March 18, 2011.   
 

 Apply to Win a Paw of Approval from the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium: Nominations are due on 
April 4, 2011. 

 
Questions, comments, concerns? Interact with us online by becoming a Fan of Columbus GreenSpot 
on Facebook! 

 

 

     

Support Get Green Columbus by becoming a GreenSpot member today!   
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Please consider the environment before printing this message. 

 

*If you are not interested in receiving a periodic update on news and events from Get Green Columbus, please reply 

to this email with "remove from list” in the subject line. 
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